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TC88YL — Tiirkiye’s First YL Amateur Radio Event
Eva Thiemann-Pospiskovd HB9FPM

TC88YL

<AAAA

HB9FPM TA2RAG TA2ZEH TA3EMN TA3YL TA7TYLY
Eva Gizem Zehra Emine Ezgi Merzuke

On August 16-17, 2025, Tirkiye’s first YL (Young Ladies) amateur radio event,
TC88YL, was successfully held at the TC2E Contest Station, renowned for its strong
technical infrastructure and rich amateur radio heritage. A total of six women operators,
including one international guest from Switzerland, came together for this historic
milestone: Merzuke (TA7YLY), Zehra (TA2ZEH), Gizem (TA2RAG), Ezgi (TA3YL),
Emine (TA3EMN), and Eva (HB9FPM).

Over two days, the operators achieved more than 2,200+ QSOs, reaching 80+ different
DXCC entities. Most contacts were made in SSB and CW modes, while some digital
contacts also took place. In addition, successful operations were carried out via the QO-
100 satellite, further showcasing the versatility of the team. To make the event even
more special and engaging, a unique “1 QSO — 1 Award” program was applied, granting
a certificate to every amateur operator who made contact with TC88YL. This initiative
attracted remarkable attention from the international ham radio community.

The technical setup included an Ultrabeam antenna, an Icom 1C-9100 transceiver, and
an lcom IC2KL linear amplifier, ensuring high quality operations throughout the event.
As part of the program, a presentation on the story of TC2E’s establishment was given,
highlighting the journey and legacy of the contest station. For some participants,
TC88YL was their very first on air experience. To support them, an experienced mentor
operator was present, guiding them through the process and helping overcome the
challenges of becoming QRYV for the first time. This mentoring aspect of the event was
crucial in lowering barriers for new YLs and fostering confidence on the air.




TC88YL was not limited to radio operations alone. Beyond the QSOs, the event
emphasized team spirit and social connection. The operators, together with the
organizer, enjoyed dinners at the restaurant, sharing memorable evenings that
strengthened bonds within the group. Additionally, the event was actively promoted
through social media platforms, expanding its impact and raising broader awareness
about the presence of YL operators in amateur radio.

The primary purpose of TC88YL was to inspire women in amateur radio and raise
awareness of YL operators’ presence in Tiirkiye. While the number of women operators
in Turkiye remains limited, this event marked an important step toward greater visibility
and representation. Looking ahead, the vision is to build a stronger YL community in
Turkiye, host regular national and international YL events, and encourage young
women to join amateur radio. Through these goals, the initiative aims to contribute not
only to technical development but also to cultural diversity and international friendship.
In conclusion, TC88YL was far more than just a successful radio operation. With over
2,200+ QSOs, satellite activity, international participation, mentoring support for first
time operators, social gatherings, and a strong media presence, it became a symbol of
connection, inspiration, and empowerment. This pioneering event strengthened the role
of women in amateur radio in Turkiye and laid a solid foundation for future YL
activities, both nationally and globally.

-

Eva HBQFPM and Merzuke TA7YLY YL Radlo Club Contest Station
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Welcome to the English-language section for September 2025
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend 2025

ILLW is one of the “fun” events of the ham radio calendar. It’s not a contest, but an
activation of some of the iconic lighthouses and lightships around the world. These
structures, some of them many hundreds of years old, were essential for communicating
danger to mariners. ILLW is also a great opportunity for the general public to see ham
radio in action.

IARC spokesperson Dr Eyal Raskin, 4X1RE sums up this year’s event from Israel’s
perspective:

The Israel Association of Radio Communication (IARC) established a special activity
for ILLW 2025.

At 1ARC's request, the Ministry of Communication granted special & permanent
callsigns for all Israeli lights:

Jaffa 4X01LH
Stella Maris 4X02LH

Ashdod 4X03LH
Acre 4X04LH
Tel Aviv  4X05LH

All 5 Israeli lights took part in the
events and around 2000 QSOs
were made by 50 operators onthe .
40m-15m bands, contacts on MEEELT —4

SSB, CW, DIGI & Q0O-100. The Ashdod team

We had a few hundred non-ham guests visiting our sites, asking and getting info about
ILLW activity.

We've really enjoyed taking part in this activity over the past 15 years, and we definitely
look forward to keeping up with this tradition next year.

To see reports from other entrants around the world, click here.



https://illw.net/index.php/reports-2025

DX Marathon Sprint

We’ve mentioned the DX Marathon program before in these pages. The organizer,
Mark WC3W, wrote to announce a new related event, the DX Marathon sprint.

MARATHON

PROGRAM

A SPECIAL PROGRAM THIS FALL- THE DX MARATHON SPRINT

The DX Marathon continues to grow, and Cycle 25 has brought even more excitement
to DX’ing. Participation has nearly doubled in the past few years, and we would like to
see it grow even further. This year, we are introducing something special—the DX
Marathon Sprint, a 10-day mini-Marathon running October 18-27, 2025. Any DX
worked during the Sprint counts toward both the Sprint and your full-year DX Marathon
score.

No sign up will be required for the Sprint as is the case for the full year DX Marathon.
Submissions will be made through our streamlined submission system. All that is
required is to:

1. Generate an ADIF file.
2. Upload it directly at entry.dxmarathon.com.

Our program remains simple:

No fees
No confirmations required
Participation options: single mode, single band. (Click for rules)


https://dxmarathon.com/rules/2025-sprint/
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Every participant will receive a certificate—acknowledging your score, your
placement, and how you compare against peers in at least three categories.

DX Marathon Sprint Summary:

Modes: All modes or individual (CW, SSB, Digital)

Categories: Unlimited, Limited, Formula, QRP (https://dxmarathon.com/rules/)
Spotting: Allowed

Exchange: Suitable to QSO’s claimed, (e.g. CW: 599; SSB: 59 Digital: -05 -06)
Scoring: 1 point per DXCC entity and 1 point per CQ Zone (160-6m)
Reporting: Upload ADIF at entry.dxmarathon.com

Dates: October 18 (00:00Z) — October 27 (23:59Z)

Log Deadline: November 2, 2025 (23:592)

With the CQ WW SSB contest (Oct 25-26) falling inside the Sprint, the bands will be
full of DX. It is the perfect opportunity to have some fun, get reacquainted, and fuel
your yearlong DX Marathon score.

We look forward to your participation! Any questions, please direct them to my
published email address.

73,
Mark, WC3W
Program Administrator

Contest Update

Several major events take place during September, including the All Asian DX Phone
contest, CQ WW RTTY, Worked all Europe and more. Here’s a partial calendar of the
main contests

All Asian DX Contest, Phone 0000Z, Sep 6 to 2400Z, Sep 7
IARU Region 1 Field Day, SSB 1300Z, Sep 6 to 12597, Sep 7
RSGB SSB Field Day 1300Z, Sep 6 to 1300Z, Sep 7
WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 13 to 23597, Sep 14

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW 1200Z, Sep 20 to 1200Z, Sep 21
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Sep 27 to 2400Z, Sep 28
YU DX Contest 1200Z, Sep 27 to 11597, Sep 28

For a full list of upcoming events, check out the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php


https://dxmarathon.com/rules/
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

Bridging the Gap between RF and AI: How ChatGPT
and Machine Learning Are Revolutionizing Ham Radio

By Rich Harel, 4X1DA

Imagine having your own personal RF/antenna engineer, IT expert, Elmer, and all-
around technical genius—on call 24/7. Not the kind that just spits out facts like a
glorified Google Search, but someone you can have a real conversation with. Someone
who listens, understands, and responds thoughtfully—offering not just answers, but
ideas, improvements, and insights you hadn’t even considered.

She speaks your language—Tliterally. Want a Midwestern twang? Done. Prefer an Indian
accent? No problem. You don’t even have to type—just talk. And the more you interact
with her, the smarter she gets.

Meet your new genie: ChatGPT.

She’s not magic—she’s a Large Language Model (LLM), a powerful form of machine
learning (ML), which itself falls under the broader umbrella of artificial intelligence
(AD). And while she’s not the only digital brain in town, she’s currently the most
popular, holding over 60% of the LLM market share just two years after launch.

The graphic below shows the most popular LLM contenders in mid-2025.
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Of course ML, ChatGPT or other LLMs weren’t specifically designed for Ham Radio
but these tools can help unlock new levels of education, efficiency, experimentation,
and accessibility in our hobby.

The secret of using Al is knowing how to ask the right questions and being able to
separate the signal from the noise.

Below are six practical examples of how Al is being used with Ham Radio - today:
1. Antenna Design Assistance from ChatGPT

Instead of flipping through the ARRL Antenna Book, many Hams now ask ChatGPT
for help with designing antennas. The key is to provide detailed input to avoid the
‘garbage in, garbage out' problem. ChatGPT can suggest design parameters and even
offer follow-up questions, like “Would you like me to display the radiation pattern of
this antenna?” Y ou must still be careful when using Al It can "hallucinate," meaning it
can confidently provide incorrect answers. Always cross-check its suggestions with
other large language models (LLMs) like Gemini, DeepSeek, Claude, MS Copilot, and
Grok.

I recently thought about raising my VHF omni antenna height from 3 meters to 6 meters
above the roof. Is it worth the effort and expense? Find out the surprising answer |
discovered from ChatGPT here. TLDR: No, it’s not worth it.

Another potential project: Replace my 40m Inverted V with a Delta Loop or a
Groundplane antenna. Again, ChatGPT is perfect for this kind of comparison and
deeper analysis of what these antennas are capable of. More on that here.

The interactive dialogue with ChatGPT makes antenna design fun while encouraging
experimentation and deeper learning.

2. Transcribing and Searching Audio with Al

One of the most practical Al applications for Hams today is audio transcription. Tools
like Turboscribe (free, for 3 uploads a day) can automatically transcribe recorded audio
files, turning long nets or contest recordings into searchable text. For example, a Ham
could upload a recording of a weekly net to Turboscribe, then use a simple script to
search the transcript for a ‘keyword’ like “DX.” This capability saves operators hours
of manual listening by instantly pinpointing segments of interest. Here is an example of
a recorded 2 meter Simplex QSO between two local Hams.

But the magic doesn’t stop there. The transcribed text can be uploaded to Google’s
NotebookLM, an Al program that summarizes and simplifies complex documents,
videos, web pages or even entire books. Recently, NotebookLM added a feature to


https://www.google.com/search?q=ask+the+genie+the+right+questions+parable&oq=ask+the+genie+the+right+questions+parable&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjEyNjM5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://chatgpt.com/share/6895fac2-48e8-8004-8983-328f54dfb9f3
https://chatgpt.com/share/6895fbe3-8c8c-8004-bdd5-62190e22728c
https://turboscribe.ai/transcript/share/2134706223378116197/cAD00vNLAaOI8CY71eHhIdlYqrDDweAXlUlQI9yqrVU/rec-240802-113110
https://turboscribe.ai/transcript/share/2134706223378116197/cAD00vNLAaOI8CY71eHhIdlYqrDDweAXlUlQI9yqrVU/rec-240802-113110
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convert these summaries into educational-style videos, giving Hams a fresh way to
digest dense technical material or recaps of lengthy on-air discussions. Here’s an
example of how NotebookLM summarized a YouTube video of “An Introduction to
Ham Radio” by 4Z1ZV, into a user-friendly podcast format (in Hebrew).

3. Noise Reduction and Signal Enhancement via Al Servers

Another breakthrough is Al-powered noise reduction/filtering. Instead of relying solely
on local DSP filters in transceivers, applications like RM Noise stream audio to remote
Al servers that process the signal in real time. For SSB, this can produce near-FM
quality audio, dramatically reducing static and interference. For CW, Al can virtually
eliminate background noise on even very weak signals, making the incoming code
sound as clean as if it were generated by a perfect code oscillator. This technology is a
game changer for operators struggling with challenging band conditions or urban noise.
Learn more about RM Noise here.

4. Data Analysis of Digital Modes with Al

Digital modes like WSPR and FT8 generate vast amounts of data that can be
overwhelming to analyze manually. A more clever approach is to save decoded data to
an Excel file and then upload the spreadsheet to Al platforms like ChatGPT or
DeepSeek. Within seconds, these tools can analyze the data and provide detailed
insights such as: furthest and closest stations heard, most commonly logged countries,
rare DX spots, propagation trends by time of day, plus much more. This rapid, Al-driven
data crunching helps operators better understand band openings and optimize their
operating schedules. Here’s a summary analysis of the WSPR 20M data for 12 July
2025

5. Circuit Design and Reading Schematics

ChatGPT is capable of creating or reading schematic diagrams. | recently used it to
suggest improvements for an old ICOM IC-735. Here’s a snippet from the dialog:
Sure! Please upload the schematic of your ICOM IC-735, and I’ll analyze it for
improvements such as:

e Signal clarity & labeling (e.g., adding missing component values, clearer net
labeling)

e . Modern component replacements (substitutes for obsolete parts, better
efficiency or noise performance).
Power supply & grounding enhancements (reduce noise or hum).
Layout optimizations (reducing coupling, improving shielding).
Service documentation improvements (annotations, test points).


https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/f6d051f7-188a-495f-a3d6-3a393a356f80?artifactId=c574f971-9fe6-418c-befa-3e16f40d45b1
https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/f6d051f7-188a-495f-a3d6-3a393a356f80?artifactId=c574f971-9fe6-418c-befa-3e16f40d45b1
https://ournetplace.com/rm-noise/
https://chatgpt.com/share/6871ea7e-540c-8004-8dcf-1c34cae5af18
https://chatgpt.com/share/6871ea7e-540c-8004-8dcf-1c34cae5af18
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Once you upload it, I can highlight weak points, redraw sections more clearly, and
recommend specific upgrades (like swapping op-amps, RF transistors, or caps for
modern equivalents).

Can you upload the schematic?

See the full dialog here
6. Robo-QSOs: Al as an Active Operator

A fascinating frontier is Al-driven automated QSOs. Recently, a Ham in Belgium,
ON7OFF, set up a system in which Al acts as a "robo-QSO" operator. The Al-generated
voice calls “CQ-DX” with the operator’s callsign, listens for replies, converts received
audio to text, and carries out a conversation in perfect, non-accented English. It even
reads the S-meter to provide accurate signal reports. After the exchange, it logs the QSO
and uploads the contact information directly to popular logging software like Log4dOM.
Watching this seamless interaction between Al and human operators feels like
witnessing the future of Ham Radio in real time. I haven’t tried this myself as I'm
concerned about the ethics of Robo-QSOs and the very real possibility of this type of
technology being used by bad actors in contests or chasing awards like DXCC.

Summary: Al - A New Era, also for Ham Radio

This article only scratches the surface of what is possible. There's so much more to
explore and discover!
If you haven’t done so already, head over to OpenAl/ChatGPT and start a conversation.

The first thing you will notice is that ‘the machine’ has endless knowledge but never an
opinion (how refreshing ©).

Be sure to compare feedback with other Al platforms mentioned in the beginning of
this article since Al can ‘hallucinate’ and come up with ‘facts’ that range from outright
wrong to hilariously funny.

From transcribing net recordings and cleaning up noisy signals, to analyzing WSPR and
FT8 data and operating robo-QSOs, Al and machine learning are revolutionizing how
Hams communicate, learn, and experiment. ChatGPT and other Al tools are
empowering operators to transcend traditional boundaries, making the hobby more
efficient, accessible, and exciting than ever.

Click here to listen to an Al generated audio summary of this entire article (~14 minutes)



https://chatgpt.com/share/68961fbf-3584-8004-a9cb-5bf0db9885c7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O-OeW4EBHo
https://openai.com/
https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/945e8fd5-471b-4f46-9f57-88e3cad5649b?artifactId=b4faaafc-630d-4e76-9521-38cb9be4ae45

