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hospital, surrounded by water on
all sides, with his radios, to
provide communications.

ARES nets linked the emergency
measures coordinators in the
provincial capital to the units in
the field. The nets operated on
HF and 2m continuously, all day
for several days before word was
received to stand down. From
what I could hear, everyone
respected protocol and priorities
on the linked repeater system that
operated flawlessly.

Our local Search and Rescue ICP
— basically a truck with an office
in the back and antennas on the
roof — was sent to an effected area
to be used by the authorities as a
center for coordination of relief
efforts. We have some re-
assigned Motorola commercial
VHF radios — one of which I had
re-programmed for local 2m
repeaters, one of my old 2 m
transceivers, a 5/8 whip for VHF
high, to use on the simplex police
frequency and a dual band whip
for 2m/70 cm. We have a
telescoping fiberglass mast with a
7/8 gain vertical for VHFE. We
purchased 10 Chinese dual band 5
W HTs with all accessories for our
volunteer members.

Funding for equipment comes
from the provincial government
and from the local lottery (Mifal
HaPais). Hopefully we will get a
larger budget and can acquire a
few of the dual band radios we are
dreaming about.

Search and Rescue operates
essentially as a sub contractor for
the RCMP in rural areas or
municipal police in large cities. In

II

many remote areas there is no cell
phone coverage but there are
mountain top 2m repeaters. S&R
members are encouraged to take
the ham radio course and obtain a
license.

In spite of all the advances in
communication and the
prevalence of sophisticated smart
phones, once again we were all
reminded that in a tough situation,
what really works is Amateur
Radio.

“Hagal” August 2013



English News
by Earl Rubin 4Z4T]J

Watch for Israeli call signs on 5
MHz /60m. Assignments will be
in accord with ITU Region 1. We

suggest you look up the
Wikipedia article for full details.
http://goo.gl/OztX15

There 1is an explanation (in
Hebrew) on the club website.
Hams are reminded not to operate
without submitting a request and
receiving approval from the
Ministry of Communication. |
understand that there are a few
Israeli stations currently active on
60m.

Thanks to Ron, 4X1MK for this
news.

We are all waiting for the results
of this year's Holyland Contest.
Mark, 47Z4KX asks that we be
patient just a little bit longer.
Watch the club website for results.

In fact this is a good time to
remind all readers to bookmark
the club website and to check it
frequently. http://www.iarc.org

Several Israeli hams visited the
Freidrichshafen Hamfest at the
end of June. From our end of the
world it is closer than Dayton.
http://goo.gl/Zo22cL

A good time was had by those
who visited, some were repeat
visitors, using the opportunity to
update on the latest ham
equipment and look for some
bargains to take back to the home
shack.

As you may recall from the last
column, I am now in VEG6, a
province devastated by floods at
the end of June. Large amounts
of warm rain brought down the
snow pack off the eastern slopes
of the Rocky Mountains.
Multiple  rivers  concurrently
overflowed their banks into low
lying areas  putting many
thousands of people out of their
homes. Electricity was
disconnected to Calgary's
downtown core to prevent
flooding transformer vaults from
destroying hard to replace
transformers and switch gear.
Thousands of homes with flooded
basements will need to have their
electrical panels replaced and
moved higher up.

ARES nets sprung into action
providing emergency commun-
ication to replace downed -cell
phone towers and a phone system
made inoperable by a traffic
overload.

I was in a town south of Calgary
when the flood hit and water on
the road forced me to take a
detour into an area I did not know
— luckily I was able to find
assistance on 2m from a local ham
who directed me back to the main
highway. All the way home I
listened as the local hams
smoothly organized into 24 hour
shifts under the direction of the
provincial emergence
management authority. ~ Hams
with full kit were dispatched to
affected areas. One friend was
helicoptered into the High River

“Hagal” August 2013



